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Summit of the Future

❑UN Pact for the Future – overview 

❑Global Digital Compact

• Digital Connectivity  

• Digital Economy 

• Safe Digital Space 

• Data Governance 

• AI Governance 

Digital Transformation and the UN Statistical Commission  
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Global Digital Compact

The goal is an inclusive, open, 
sustainable, fair, safe and secure 

digital future for all. 

This Global Digital Compact sets 
out the principles, objectives, 
commitments and actions to 

achieve it.



Global Digital 
Compact: 

Objectives

✓ Close all digital divides and accelerate 
progress across the Sustainable Development 
Goals; 

✓ Expand inclusion in and benefits from the 
digital economy for all; 

✓ Foster an inclusive, open, safe and secure 
digital space that respects, protects and 
promote human rights; 

✓ Advance responsible, equitable and 
interoperable data governance approaches; 

✓ Enhance international governance of artificial 
intelligence for the benefit of humanity. 



GDC Objective 1: 
Digital connectivity

We commit, by 2030, to:
(a) Develop and strengthen targets, indicators and 
metrics for universal meaningful and affordable 
connectivity, building on existing work, and 
integrate these into international, regional and 
national development strategies (SDG 9);
(b) Develop innovative and blended financing 
mechanisms and incentives, including in 
collaboration with Governments, multilateral 
development banks, relevant international 
organizations and the private sector, to connect 
the remaining 2.6 billion people to the Internet 
and to improve the quality and affordability of 
connectivity. We will aim for entry-level 
broadband subscription costs that are accessible 
to the widest section of the population (SDGs 1 
and 9);



PRIORITY ISSUES – G20 Brazil Presidency

1. DIGITAL INCLUSION, UNIVERSAL AND MEANINGFUL CONNECTIVITY
Despite the growing access to digital connectivity, a significant proportion of the world population 
remains unconnected. Even among many G20 members, the challenge of connecting 
populations living in rural and remote areas remains very much relevant, as well as providing 
digital skills to a part of the population that is not online, despite living in areas where Internet 
access is available.

2. DIGITAL GOVERNMENT: BUILDING A TRUSTWORTHY AND INCLUSIVE DIGITAL PUBLIC 
INFRASTRUCTURE

In the past decade, especially during and immediately after the COVID-19 pandemic, numerous 
national and subnational governments have devoted efforts to adapt the delivery of public 
services to the new needs and expectations of societies increasingly influenced by the 
advancement of new digital technologies. Enhancing the government’s relationship with its 
citizens, providing high-quality public services, and leveraging the opportunities of the 
digital economy, in turn, require a smart public administration and a  secure, reliable, and 
inclusive Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI).



GDC Objective 2: 
Digital Economy 

We commit by, 2030, to:

(a) Foster an open, fair, inclusive and non-discriminatory digital 
environment for all that enables micro-, small and medium-sized 
enterprises to access and compete in the digital economy (SDG 
9);

(b) Support international, regional and national efforts to develop 
enabling environments for digital transformation, including 
predictable and transparent policy, legal and regulatory 
frameworks, and sharing of best practices (SDGs 10 and 16);

(c) Conduct national and regional assessments to inform actions 
to address gaps and needs in digital transformation and 
strengthen the collection and use of data to inform decision-
making (all SDGs);



Digital intermediary platforms

• Sales through online platforms are 
booming

• The platform landscape is dominated by a 
small number of platforms

• 6 platforms facilitate over $100bn of 
transactions in 2021 

• Together they account for 80% of the total 
transaction value

• 4 out of these 6 are Chinese

• It is crucial to obtain high quality 
information from these DIPs

• Please note that 3 out of the 3 Chinese DIPs 
did not publish their transaction value for 
2022

Source: UNCTAD (2024) “Business e-commerce sales and the role of 
online platforms”; based on published reports by platform operators.
Notes: Values as reported in company annual reports or official 
filings. Reporting periods vary. * for Alibaba, Pinduoduo, Meituan, and 
B2B/Americanas figures for 2022 are unavailable. Their 2021 figures 
are used when calculating the total; the true total for 2022 could be 
higher or lower. For more information, see source.





Industries (‘who’)

Additional 
columns to 
represent 
the new 
digital 
industries:

The digitally enabling industry (e.g., Samsung)

DIPs charging a fee (e.g., Amazon; Uber, Lyft)

Data- and advertising-driven digital platforms (e.g., Google, Instagram)

Producers dependent on DIPs

E-tailers

Financial service providers predominantly operating digitally

Other producers only operating digitally (e.g., Netflix, YouTube)



Example: Canada - Industries

Statistics Canada updated and 
published their estimates in 2023:
• Covers the period from 2017 to 

2020

• Contribution of digital industries/ 
economy to GDP trended up from 
5.2 % to 5.9 % in 2020 

• ICT sector dominates, especially 
software and telecommunications 
production, followed by e-
commerce

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-
quotidien/230725/dq230725a-eng.htm



GDC Objective 4: 
Data governance  

We commit, by 2030, to:

▪ Draw on existing international and regional guidelines 
on the protection of privacy in the development of 
data governance frameworks (all SDGs);

▪ Strengthen support to all countries to develop 
effective and interoperable national data 
governance frameworks (all SDGs);

▪ We will continue discussions in the United Nations, 
building on those outcomes and recognizing the 
ongoing work of other relevant bodies and 
stakeholders, including the United Nations Statistical 
Commission, in our efforts to pursue common 
understandings for data governance at all levels, as 
relevant for development (all SDGs).



Data Governance across systems: exploring 
strategies for official statistics

Data governance encompasses technical, policy, and regulatory frameworks to manage 
data along its value cycle — from creation to deletion — and across policy domains 
including health, research, public administration, and finance. 

It ranks as a top priority for governments aiming to maximize the benefits of data while 
addressing challenges such as privacy and intellectual property as well as competition 
and empowerment.

Evolving data 
governance 

frameworks in 
public sector

Data governance, data 
generation and use in the 

private sector 

Emerging strategies 
for data and 
statistics in 

national statistical 
systems

Possible strategies 
to bring data 

governance into the 
Statistical 

Commission



Data Governance Framework –  
Vision for data



GDC Objective 5: 
AI Governance  

We therefore commit to:

(a) Establish, within the United Nations, a multidisciplinary 
Independent International Scientific Panel on AI with 
balanced geographic representation to promote scientific 
understanding through evidence-based impact, risk and 
opportunity assessments, drawing on existing national, 
regional and international initiatives and research networks 
(SDG 17);

(b) Initiate, within the United Nations, a Global Dialogue on 
AI Governance involving Governments and all relevant 
stakeholders which will take place in the margins of existing 
relevant United Nations conferences and meetings (SDG 
17).





Statistical Commission

Commission on Statistics and Data

❑ Data Governance
❑ Partnership on ICT
❑ UN Committee of Experts on Big Data 

and Data Science for Official Statistics
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UN Committee of 
Experts on Big 
Data and Data 

Science for 
Official Statistics 

(10-year review in 
2024)

Revised Mandate 2025
• To promote practical use of AI, data science and the use 

of big data and other alternative data sources, while 
building on existing precedents and finding solutions for 
the many existing challenges.

• To promote strategic relationships with private sector, 
geospatial community, academia and other public sector 
institutes to ensure better access to data and responsible 
use of AI; and cultivate ongoing knowledge sharing for 
enhanced capability. 

• To promote data governance, AI governance, data 
stewardship and open data policies for better access and 
use of data.

• To promote and support the roles of the regional and 
global hubs for building capacity and for collaboration on 
the UN Global Platform [including the Regional Hub in 
Brazil]
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